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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of 



sheets. 



|X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report 



Basis of the report 

a 



With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the International application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

PI the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
*— J Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed In the International application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 



□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

| furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

fn the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

PI the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
1 furnished 



2. |T] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box 1). 
3- CH Unity of Invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

[X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract 

X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

the text has been established, according to Rule 3 . 

within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authonty. 



—] the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as It appears in Box Ml.The applicant may, 



6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 
XI as suggested by the applicant 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure, 
because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



| | None of the figures. 



□ 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



IN0MATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



i Application No 

PCT/US 03/0444? 



A, CLASSIFICATION OFySUBJECT MAJJER 

IPC 7 A61F5/00 A61F2/04 



Aocpnlhg to tntemdtonai Patent Ctassfficatton (IPG) or to both national classification and (PC 
& REUS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation 

IPC 7 A61F 



(dassWcaitonsysidfn fdOowed by classification symbols) 



Documental fon searched other than mlnimumofccumerttaUro to the extent that such documents are included In the netta searched 



Electrontedato base consutted dunng the International search (name of data base and, where practical search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



1 WW W^WVK 

Qalegwy 


Citation ot document, wtthiindjcation, where awrcprtate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to datm No, 


X 

1; 

1 A 

It 


US 5 306 300 A (BERRY) 
26 April! 1994 (1994-04-26) 
the whole document 

US 4 899 747 A (GARREN ET AU) 
13 February 1990 ( 1990-02-1 3} 


30-34, 
38,53^55 

] 

| 

: 
i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

| ; 

: : 
; 

* : 

! ! 

: j 




»r docurnents are Msted&i ttm cortmuatton of box C. 


)Q Patemtamiymombere 


i Spacialcateaonasofcf^ ^ fater ^cume,* 
1 ... dtprforBy date and 

1 'A' document defining the general state of the art which ts not dted to iinderstand the priiK*plac* theory undertying th* 
1 considered to be of particular relevance invention 

1 'E* earfier document but pubtehed on or after the International document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
1 Ring date cannot be considered rwvel c< canned be <»nsid^ed to 
•L' document which may mrow doubts on j^rity d#m£)or invoN*e an Invented step wt^ toe ooewnent Is taken atona 
which is Netted to estabish the oublcatkm; date of another .y document ot particular reJevarw the daimBd irrvemion 
dtation or omar special reason (as spectfied) cannot be considered to involve an Inventrve step when the i 
•& document referring to an orat disclosure; use. ejchibttton or document bcorritokiedwtth one or more other such dbcuK. 
otaermeans rnenta,«ich.cotrt^ 
1 B P" document pubUsned ^ prior to the international; in the art 

bterthan^prtomydatectained ' &' document member of the same patent famlly 


1 Date of the actual completion of the mtamatlonal search 

J 7 August 2003 


bate pi mailng of the international search report 

13/08/2003 


1 Name and mallirtg address of me ISA 

1 EiiropeanPatetf Office. P a 5818 PaterrtJaan 2 

NL-22eOHVRqsw$k 
I Tet (+31^70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 eponL 
1 Fax: (♦31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Smith, C 



Faro FCT/ISA/210 (second shea!) (July 1992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/US 03/04449 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Rem; 1 of first rteet) 



this International Search Report has not been established In respect of certain <&mytvtm Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



1. |xl Claims Nos:: 1-29 

because they relate to^fectmattsr not rebAtlredlo be eearched by this Autrfoffly;rian^ 



Rule 39,1(1 v) PCI - ftethotf for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery 

2. | I Claims Nos:: 

— because they relate to parte of the IhternatkwaJ Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent mat no meaningful intentional Search can be carried out, speclflcany: 



3. I I Claims Nos;: 

— because they are dependent ctaims and^e not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Ham 2 of first sheet) 



This international Searching Authority found multiple inventions In this jntematiorial appitoatidh, as loBowsi 



1. | I As ail required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, tils Ihterrutf^ 
1 — 1 severable claims. 



2. 



Fj As aii searchajbte claims could be searched without effort Justifying an addittonaJ teeitWs Autriori^dldnot Invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



As only some of the required additional search fees were dmery paid by the applicant this international Search Report; 
covers only those claim* tor which fws were ^d, sj^ifically daimsNos.: 



4, ; 1 



No retired additfcmai search fees ware timely paid by the applicant Consequently, thtsmtemafionaJ iSearch Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the daims; It is covered by claims Nos.? 



Remark on Protest Q^j The addtional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

| ] No protest accompanied the payrne^ 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1998) 
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Publication [ 
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